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SELECTMEN AND TREASURER. 


We. the Selectmen and Treasurer of the town of Swan- 
zey, submit the following tinancial report for the year ending 
March 1, 1586. 

Appropriations at the annual meeting in March 1885: 

$500 00 

250 OO 

500. OO 


SOO OO 
500 OO 


1,500 00 


Support of schools, 

Support of poor, 

Support of bridges, 

Town charges, 

Town History, 

Repair of highways, 

APRIL INVOICE, 1885. 

$417,590 00 
89,175 00 
45,180 00 
34,650 O00 


Resident real estate, 
Non-resident real estate, 
Mills and machinery, 
Stock in trade, 
Money at interest, 
Stock in banks and other corporations, 7,775 00 
Stock in public funds, 7,400 00 
Stock in corporations out of this state, 2,500 O00 
425 polls, 42,500 00 
387 horses, 22,160 00 
532 cows, 13,641 00 
56 oxen, 3,925 00 
163 other cattle, 2,714 00 
635 Sheep, 1,455 00 
13 hogs, 70 O00 
45 carriages, 2,745 00 
Total valuation, $714,388 00 
Rate per cent., 1.00. 


Tax resulting, $7,143 88 


21.510 00 


Tax on 80 dogs, 90 00 

Unpaid highway tax, 1884, 36 77 

Added to Collector’s book, 3 00 

Committed to Collector on town account, $7,273 65 
School-house taxes assessed as follows: 

District No. 2, 100 41 

& a. 154 43 

Hetsy 86 47 

PA); b2 15 

- baa HINSS 

Total school-house taxes, $445 O1 

Total amount committed to Collector, $7,718 66 








RECEIPTS FOR 1885. 


Remaining in treasury, March 1, 1885, $385 61 
Tax remaining in Collector’s hands, 1,054 77 
Savings bank tax for 1885. 2,461 71 
Literary fund ef ib 199 47 
Railroad tax x bs 125 84 
Received of County, for paupers, 99 25 
Mt. Caesar Library for use of town hall, 2 00 
J. G. Huntly for stone, 15 Os, 
George Kenny’s abatement paid, 1 00 
$4,330 65 
Received from the Collector, 6,700 00 
Received from the state bounty on woodchucks. 94 70 
Chas. Rockwood, highway tax 1884, 14 79 
License of billiard table, 9 50 
Norris C. Carter, highway tax 1884, 3.75 
Collector, interest on taxes 1884, 44 95 
Sale of Cemetery lot, 5 00 
Ansel Dickinson, rebate on plank. 3 00 





$11,206 34 


+ 
DISBURSEMENTS. 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Daniel B. C. Hill, Selectman for 1884, $142 00 
Sane rd CM SS LLLLOLIOR Vg 1 70 
Frank 8. Faulkner, Selectman for 1884, 112 00 
Manne 1 Stationery, 20 

ee tata i Telephoning, 30 
George E. Lane, Selectman for 1884, 104 00 
George I. Cutler, Town Clerk for 1884, 49 O9 
¢ «@ 6 Supt. School Committee 1884, 25 00 
Alonzo A. Ware, “ ef as 46 25 OO 
Edmund Stone, Collector, 1884, 89 00 
George E. Whitcomb, Town Treasurer 1884, 25 00 
Benj. C. Snow, Sexton, 42 00 
Geo. Whitcomb, ‘ 36 00 








$651 29 








Park E. Wright, Supervisor, 13 00 
F, N. Stone, rh 10 00 
$674 29 


SUPPORT OF COUNTY PAUPERS. 





E. C. Stowell & A. A. French, care of insane person, $3 00 


Mrs. Sarah Kendall rent for Henry Bevins, 25 00 
_G. I. Cutler, medical services, “ 3 5 50 
Fisher & Jackson, coffin and express, acct. of 
Alice Pratt, 13 00 
Geo. W. Eastman, board of Mrs. Tufts, 42 00 
G. I. Cutler medical service for E. E. Preston, 4 50 
Benj, C. Snow, aid to E. E. Preston, 1 50 
B. F. Norwood, meat for E. E. Preston, 3 43 
S. H. Fox, aid to E. E. Preston, 5 60 








$103 53 


SUPPORT OF TOWN PAUOPERS. 


Grace O. Hale, at County farm, $192 V1 
S. H. Fox, aid to Lawson Hill, 17 60 
W. L. Davis, aid to Frank Shover, 45 365 
G. C. Hill, medical attendance to Frank Shover, 14 50 
F. 8. Faulkner. aid to D. W. Kendall, 16 00 
Town of Winchester, for Mrs. Sarah Stone, and 

family 25 31 


Tay 
S 


Frank H, Eames, Burial of N. C. Stone, 


Willis & Taylor, aid to Mrs. Sarah Stone, & family, 12 06 
Augustus Pickett, “ es Sgt aes i 5 33 
Wood Bros. i * ‘s i i 35 
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EK. H. & A. W. Naramore, wood for ‘“ i * 

F. P. Willis, aid to Mrs Sarah Stone as ct : 
Te ODO We oh ate cS ch y . dD 
G. G. Davis, “ “ Frank Shover, po Bo 
Geo. EK, Lane, “ “ f i 2 25 
Hosea G. Pickett aid to Mrs. Sarah Stone & family, 11 28 


Dickinson & Baker, wood for Mrs. N. C. Stone, 
and family, B62 





SUPPORT OF HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Ira Shaw, breaking roads, No. 1. 1885. $1 50 
Bradley Rixford, ca amt hte Rdg 3 00 
Ansel Dickinson, work on highway, No. 1. 1885. 3 50 
John Prentice, breaking roads. Sepa Oks.) 68 2 75 

, i work on highway, “ « 92 
Ansel b. Dickinson, breaking roads, ‘“* ‘ 1885, 1 50 
Ripley Nittrowr, workon highway, “ “ 35 88 
John Nittrowr, a Bs are 15 87 
John Starkey, UCL Sip yyas! 15 37 
EK. Russett, work on highway No. 1, 15 00 
Orrin F. Oakman, ‘* ‘“ AS Sar 3 80 
D. B. C. Hill, breaking roads. a ok 14 80 


ce AME ke work on highway, sie 3 OO 


B. C, Snow, work on sluice, 


Edita, fF nee 


S. , ieee mec SE 

Fred Bartlett, work on dees 
JP OOLDOYy etc spe 
E, Russett, ad " 
FWA i 0) Wea ood ah au 
B. C. Snow, AeA ies e 
Homer Stratton,‘ “ : 
J. Badger, se ae Hf 
B. Bowen, Jat sha * 
Mrs. C. Hinds, for team, 


C. S. Whitcomb, work on He eY - 


74 66 


George Gunn, 


oe 


EK. Rixford, work on highway No. 1, 


F, H. Dickerman, “ 06 6 
Ripley Nittrowr, “ . 


W. Russell, 66 é< ‘ 
J. Seaver, Died: v6 cc 
F. P. Hinds, “ 66 «6 
J. Daley, ‘“ ce ‘6 
Mulegraw, ‘6 ‘“ « 
J. Badger, ‘6 ‘6 ‘6 


Wm. W. Ballou, “ és é 
O, Sprague, for dirt,  “ « 
J. Badger, work on ela 6 


C. Whitcomb, *  ‘ « 
Ripley Nittrowr, “ “6 « 
John Nittrowr, ‘“ “ é 


Fred Dickerman, ‘ 
W..C. Leonard, “ i “6 
G. Emery, és “ ‘6 
B. C. Snow, « «“ «<6 


$6 75 

3 00 

3 00 

62 

21 00 

6 00 

7 50 

46 75 

7 00 

17 25 

6 00 

8 75 

6 00 

1 50 

$256 O1 
$7 12 
50 00 
40 00 

1 50 

1 50 

92 00 
24 00 
20 25 
14 25 
50 
80 
00 
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George E. Whitcomb, for dirt, 42 loads delivered 


on highway, 


16 20 





D. B. C. Hill, work on highway, No. 1, $3 00 
Norris C. Carter, building Seaver bridge, 195 00 
Ripley Nittrowr, work on St No. 1, 30 00 
John Nittrowr, ‘“ ‘Ca 5 25 
Fred Dickerman, “ i de hy 32 00 
+ “s going after Road Machine, L 00 
‘ ee work on highway, No. 1, A() OO 
S887 99 
B. C. Snow, going after Road Machine, 1 00 
George Ward, work on pee ak No. 1, 6 OO 
E. Quinn, 4 uh Lieo0 
John & Elmer Seaver, ae on highway, No. 1, 3 00 
Chas. Whitcomb, " 4 age ai 1 
A. B. Davidson, Fo aiees eg Ae) a. 6 OO 
Luke Ellor, eg Fhiae ms aie 3 00 
E. Wright, Sou a Bs ‘ eh Ae 7 50 
J. Badger, FP A ch Sire 12 75 
E. Russett, ei. k pat As 1 50 
Abraham Hill, tapiy its a ae 10 00 
John Daley, cones ef a 3 00 
Joseph Hammond, ry ae Pat ee 1 50 
David Pelkey, Cea Lo At 1 50 
F. P. Hinds, drawing plank & fixing bridges, 3 00 
Cesena FO WOE: 1 28 
cos ‘6 pick, 1 50 
Pena i niseroL- aril; 50 
6 “6 cart, 25 
Sie hee a WOT kK On eae Nok 30 00 
C. L, Russell, use of derrick, 2 00 
Edwin Snow, blasting rocks, No. 1, 80 
« .'“ work on Wesport bridge, 5 25 
Silas Marcy, raphe: Mt x 5 25 
George Emery, “ “ ff fs 2 25 
Ripley Nittrowr,‘ “ : es 2 00 
66 66 4 50 


Benj. C. Snow, “ “ 


$1,009 32 


a0 * 
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George H. Kenny, work onculvert, No. 1, ; 50 
Chas. Stevens, : : ANE 50 
Homer Stratton, work on highway “ “ 9 00 
F. P. Hinds, work on highway and bridges, 13 00 
eee ¢ use of team, 1 50 
B. C. Snow, eus of cart and plow, 10 OU 
$1,043 82 

D; BeC., Hill, 84 ft. Plank, 1 09 
c¢ 6 74 6 2,600 a WR Td 
C. L. Russell & Co., 125 ft lumber, 1°25 
eck es Srirhish® | 66) Sew tae Oemeants | 7 96 
A ley fay wk  O@ hones 1 00 
sae etonree it! ltteers 25 
c ce <4 ee te ii qt. dryer, 20) 
D. B. C. Hill 56 ft. plank, 49 
James Marsh, 1,007 ft. chestnut timber, 20 14 
* * AEB 4 u plank, 9 52 
Ansel Dickinson, 3,115 ft. Hemlock plank, 40 50 








$1,148 97 








Jobn L. Winch, work on highway, No. 2. 524.74 
sg a breaking roads, 1885, _. 10 15 
cpt oak plank, 50 
2 Na es work on bridges No, 2, 23 10 

W. H. Perry, 1,500 ft. chestnut plank, No. 2, on, oO 

S. L. Whitcomb, work on highway, 1884, 2 34 

Joseph W. Ballou, “ * and breaking 

roads, 1885, 5 33 

J. Leroy Starkey, breaking roads, 1885, 3 80 

John L. Winch, bridge plank, 8 67 

$611 13 

Benj. H. Richardson, work on highway, No. 3, $646 00 
Z 23 i railing poles, 2 75 
és iS - work on bridges, 45 90 
Chas. Ballou, work on sluice, 5 00 


66 “ work on highway, 30 00 
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Michael Pluff, work on highway, 
Henry Webber, “ “ f 
Fred Perkins, “ “ 
R. R. Ramsdell,“ — “ f 
Gorge Page, De lee “4 
Benj. H. Richardson, bridge timber, 
Benj. “ rs 191 loads earth, 
Leonard Whitcomb, breaking roads, 1885, 
 eaeaae Downing, plank, 
fe work on highway, 


Geo. E. Lane, for E. O. Whitcomb, work on bridge, 


A.S. Blake, breaking & shoveling snow, 
Joseph O. Gary, snowing bridge, 
epee Stone, work om highway, 1884, 
‘6 “ = =4885 5, 
spor ge ieee Raine roads, 
3 work on highway, 
A s 125 loads earth, 


Geo. L. Underwood. work on highways, No. 3; 
cA ihe ‘¢ . breaking roads, “4 
PLD Al } building sluice, 

A, G. Maun, stone for sluice, 

Geo. E. Lane, work on highway. 





NOTE AND INTEREST PAID. 


M. J. Bailey, Interest, 
co 66 of Note, 


SOPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 


Appropriated by the town, 
Literary fund, 

Dog license, 1883, 

Part of dog tax, 1883, 


$31 20 
15 00 
11 70 
30 00 


oe 
Be N OS 
ROaoN 
ROoEWS 


CUN ee Mmwore 
Or 
S 


$23 75 
500 00 


$523 75 


$2,500 00 
199 92 
155 00 

64 00 


$2,918 92 
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MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 


Darling & Kimball, printing town reports, $20 
C, L. Whitney, keeping tramp, 

Batchelder & Faulkner, retaining fee, 6 
Samuel E. Howard, repairs on tomb, 

Mrs Joel Hammond, for lighting bridge, 20 


H. S. Whitney, repairing windows of town hall, 
J. R. Roggers, repairing monument, 

W. J. Holland, printing 500 bill heads, 2 
W. H. Spalter, Collector’s book, 1 
J. L. Parker, telephoning, 

Leonard Whitcomb, putting sawdust on town hall floor, 1 


Abatement of taxes, 1885 and 1884, 87 
L. M. Stone, 1 cord wood, 4 
Geo. G. Bidwell, care of town hall, 1 


B. C. Snow, lock for hearse house, 
y py 
6 66 ‘  telephonining, 
George Carpenter, wire, stovepipe and cover, 


66 : putty and glass, 
66 a sawing splitting and packing wood, 1 
Fred M. Farr, damages on highway, 20 


Franklin Downing, administering oath to Selectmen, 
F. F. Downing, tolling bell, 


G. W. Taft, 1 edge for Road Machine, 6 
N. H. Evans, keeping nine tramps, 4 
E. W. Stratton, freight on Road Machine and 

Edges, 5 
B. C. Snow, glass for hearse, 

$139 

L. C. Holton. painting cemetery gates and 

tomb doors, 38 
A. H. Freeman, repairing Road Machine, | 
Roswell Whitcomb, overtax, 1 
B. C. Snow, hooks for eemetery, 
Fidelha P. Heard, refunded for cemetery lot, 3 


S. Faulkner, freight on Machine edger, 
Ripley Nittrowr, neck yoke for Road Machine, 2 
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G. 1. Cutler, taking affidavit of Willard Martin. $1 
John Hadlock, Road Machine, 250 
James Marsh, telephoning, 

B. C. Snow, painting iron bridge, 4 
REL e ot) ob paint and oil, | A] 
Geo. Seaver, painting iron bridge, i) 


W. J. Holland, printing bills, 

Timothy N. Robertson, surveying town line, 3 
Town of Winchester, Wy i elie 4 
Joseph Hammond, ef rae } 
A. A. French, repairs of pick, ‘drill and machine, 

IF. 5. Faulkner, express on casting, 

J. D, Colony & Sons, printing. 1883, 1 
8. H. Fox, nails, bolts and spikes, 1 
E. W. Stratton, freight on plank, ; 5 
EK. G. Stephenson, bounty on 9 woodchucks, 


B. C. Snow, Pa LOO cs 18 
Gceo. KE, Lane, cP eg ki 21 
F. S. Faulkner, fh ge ae “ 2 

$472 
Benj. Read, work on town history. 225 
D. b. C. Hill, over tax on horses, 1 


bo 


pees public aes place, 


Edward Wilcox, ‘“ “ 3 
George Seaver, “ " 43 3 
George Nims. “* M . 3 
Samuel Bishop, “ ‘ sf Rated 
A. H. Freeman, blacksmithing, 4 
Joseph Hammond, making plan of new cemetery lot, 5 
Mrs. H. Evans, keeping tramps, 3 
Edmund Stone, unpaid taxes, 143 
Edmund Stone, abatement of taxes, 38 
R. R. Ramsdell, Jr., public ane place, 3 
Susanna W. ltead, i 4 | 3 
George O. Capron, damage to sheep by dogs, 15 





State tax, $1,696 00 
County tax, 1,174 73 
$2,870 73 
School house taxes, $284 00 
RECAPITULATION. 
RECEIPTS. 

Cash remaining in the treasury March 1, 1885, 385 61 
Tax remaining in Collector’s hand, “ “ « 1,054 77 
Received from state, savings bank tax 1885 2,461 71 
“ 6 ¢ literary fund cc 199 47 
“ 6 “ ‘Railroad tax, “ 125 84 
af tf County, support of paupers, 99 25 
Mt. Caesar Library use of town hall, 2 00 
J. G. Huntly, for stone, 1 00 
George Kenney’s abatement paid, 1 00 
Received from the State, bounty on woodchucks, 94 70 
Chas. Rockwood, balance of highway tax, 1884, 14 79 
Liccense of billiard table, 9 50 

N. C. Carter, balance of highway tax, 1884, Shae 
Collector, interest ou taxes, for 1884, 44 95 
Frank Snow, sale of cemetery lot, 5 00 
Ansel Dickinson rebate on plank, 3 00 
Collector, taxes for 1885, 7,618 66 
Town of Winchester for support of Hannah Gould, 12 00 
‘Edmund Stone, interest on taxes, 1885. 14 68 
$12,151 68 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Town officers, $674 29 
County paupers, 103 53 
Town paupers, 435 64 
Highways and bridges, No, 1, 1,148 97 
66 66 é< 66 2: 611 13 
66 13 ay 6c BY 967 13 
Note and interest paid, 523-75 
Support of Schools, 2,918 92 
School-house taxes. 284 00 
Miscellaneous expenses, 927 51 
State tax, 1,696 00 
County tax, 1,174 73 
$11,465 60 
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LIABILITIES. 
Estimated due town officers, $625 O00 
Due County Commissioners, board Grace O. Hale, 65 00 
Due District No. 3, 150 00 
$840 00 
- ASSETS. 
Cash in treasury, $686 08 
Due from the County, 9 03 
Remaining in Collector’s hands, 100 00 
Unpaid taxes on land sold, 143 47 
$938 58 
Total amount of assets. $938 58 
Total amount of liabilities, 840 00 
Leaving a balance in favor of the town at this 

date, March 1st, 1886, of $98 58 
FRANK 8. FAULKNER, ) SeLertmen 

GEORGE E. LANE, OF 


BENJAMIN C. SNOW. SwANZEY. 
GEORGE E. WHITCOMB, Treasurer. 


oR DP Ore 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


As required by law, we present the following report of the 
condition of our Schools for the year ending March 1, 1886 
The following sums have been appropriated for schools 


the past year. 


Dog tax. 1883, $64 00 
Dog license, 1883, 155 00 
Literary fund, 1884, 199 92 
Additional appropriation, 2,500 O00 
Making a total of $2,918 92 


To this should be added $39 54 received from the town of 
Richmond for Union District No.9. This, we think, isa 
larger amount than was ever Yaised in any other year for 
schools. It was divided as in previous years among the 
eleven districts, after giving for each school $25 00, one 
half according to the number of scholars that attend school 
and the other half according to the valuation. The citizens, 
of District No. 3, having abandoned their old school house 
and failing to build—another, and having but few scholars 
very wisely voted to send themto No. 2 and apply their, 
school money there —a measure to which the latter district, 


‘by vote, assented. We have therefore had 10 school-houses 


and 13 sechools-No. 2 having two, and No. 11 three schools. 
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SPECIAL REPORTS. 

District No. 1. This school was under the management 
of the teacher who was so successful in the same position 
last year. She was equally prosperous this year. It was 
her aim to eradicate those bad habits which prevail in our 
schools by requiring precision in reading, writing, speaking, 
and all the exercises to which attention was given. ‘The 
little scholars were made familiar with the blackboard ; and 
the specimens of their composition descriptive of pictures, 
natural scenery &e., and epistolary writing, were numerous 

and quite creditable to the writers. They were kept too busily 

employed in useful and entertaining pursuits to think of 
being tired or fomenting rebellion, This is not one of our 
most advanced schools but it is evidently advancing 

No. 2. Only one school in Summer and two each in Fall 
and winter—all good. The divided schools were small even 
after receiving the scholars from No. 3. This district for 
many years has been fortunate in having good teachers and 
consequently good schools. The scholars, especially in the 
Grammar department, acquitted themselves very nicely, 
plainly showing the rigid training to which they had been 
subjected. The musical exercises were very fine. One or 
two boys in the Primary department need a little spurring 
if they would be placed in the higher school where their 
ages entitle them to be. 

No. 4. This school appeared well whenever visited by 
the Committee. ‘Though there are no prominent character- 
stics to mention We think it pursued the even tenor of its 
way, the scholars making substantial progress in their studies, 

No. 5. This“was a good’school—quiet, orderly and well 
managed. There was not the enthusiasm that is witnessed 
in some schools nor the apathy that prevails in others. The 
teaching was practical and good results were witnessed. The 
scholars in the Summer interested tbemselves in gathering 
alarge. number of geological “specimens, the results of 
familiar talks by the teacher upon geology and mineralogy. 
The walls of the school rooms both in this district and in 
No. 4, were made attractive by a variety of pictures furnish- 
ed by the scholars. 
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No. 6. This district had two terms of nine weeks each, 
taught by the same teacher who gave good satisfaction. The 
scholars were well instructed and made commendable pro- 
gress. Particular improvement was made in reading and 
also with the different classes in arithmetic. We were well 
pleased with the appearance of the school on the day of 
the final examination. 


No. 7. The three terms of this school were in charge of 
one who had the capacity to govern as well as to teach 
and proved well adapted to the place and her vocation. The 
school was always found in good order, and the scholars, 
generally studious. The improvement of some of the younger 
classes was remarkable. All had the benefit of good instruct- 
ion. The school was a profitable one and a credit to the 
district. : 

No. 8. This was a good school and incharge of a faithful 
and zealous teacher. There were three terms, in the whole 
27 weeks; but the second term was only three weeks in 
length and was thus shortened on account of the whooping 
cough in the district. Among the boys who attended five 
were over fifteen years of age, and two over seventeen 
years. This district has within the past year brought run- 
uing water to the school-house yard from a neighboring 
spring, which not only supphes the wants of the school for 
pure water, but fills a public watering trough by the road- 
side. 

No. 9. _ Union District. The register of this school pre- 
sents a very satisfactory appearance. The percentage of 
attendance the first term was .9965. Two thirds of the 
scholars were onthe “Roui or Honor” ; the average mark- 
ings in the recitations and conduct were nearly perfect. 
The Prudential Committee inspected each of the schools, 
and many of the parents were interested visitors. The 
teachers were competent and faithful the school harmoni- 
ous and progressive. * 


« 


17 


No. 10. This school was taught by a well qualified and 
faithful teacher. The instruction was thorough, and 
the progress of most of the scholars in their studies we 
think was reasonably good, But there was a failure to 
arouse that earnest enthusiasm on the part of the scholars 
which is requisite in order that the best results of good 
teaching may be obtained. There are those in this school 
who may make very fine scholarsif they will, and the “will” 
or determination is all that is needed to give even those 
that learn the hardest, a good education. 

No. 11. Union District. Three schools have been sus- 
tained here the past year the same as in the two preceding 
years. The amount of schooling to each school has been 
31 weeks, and was divided into three terms. It is bad policy 
to change teachers oftener than it is beneficial for the 
school. But achange may be necessary where the Com- 
mittee and the teacher cannot agree upon the terms for 
teaching, or where the teacher fails in health, proves negli- 
gent in duties, or incompetent for the work of the school- 
room. Different circumstances have occurred in this 
district the past year to cause the changes which have been 
made and which have seemed unavoidable, without com- 
promising the best judgement of the Prudeutial Committee, 
which we do not propose, beheving they have acted as they 
thought was for the best interests of the schools. 

Tue GRAMMAR ScuooLt. Here has been a different 
teacher for each term of school. . The first term was in 
charge of one who had previously taught in this district 
where she had gained the respect and confidence of the peo- 
ple. Her good management, together with her earnest and 
thorough method of instruction, were well calculated to 


awaken the interests of the scholars and make them learn. 
Good results were shown at the close of the term, and the 
school was satisfactory to all concerned. The same teacher 
taught the Fall and Winter terms in No, 2. The second 
term, taught by a different teacher, did not prove harmoni- 
ous. ‘The difficulty was that the bad element of the school, 
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which before had been kept in quiet submission, had gained 
an advantage by the change of teachers. ‘he term proved 
however as successful as could be expected under 
the circumstances, and the classes made good improvement. 
Much credit is due the teacher for the success she had un- 
der these difficulties. On account of her health, and the 
work the school required of her, she could not be prevailed 
upon to teach the remaining term. A student from Dart- 
mouth College taught the Winter term. He proved com- 
petent and a good disciplinarian and found no difficulty*in 
the management of the school. ‘The attendance was some= 
what broken on account of sickness among the scholars; 
and besides, some did not attend who might have done so, 
and consequently lost the advantages, which they might 
have improved. ‘The examination at the close of the term 
showed thoroughness on the part of the teacher and good 
progress by the scholars. 

THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. ‘The teacher who 
was employed for the first term would have given good sat- 
isfaction except for the order, which was not just what it 
should have been for this school. ‘This not only made the 
school what it was, but had a disturding influence on the 
other schools in the same building, ‘Lhe teacher had good 
literary qualifications, was highly respected by all and 
much liked by her scholars The Second and Third terms 
were under the instruction of another teacher who had ex- 
cellent success. The order was unexceptionable. ‘The 
scholars were prompt inrecitations and made general im- 
provement. The broken attendance, the same as in the 
Grammar school, caused by sickness among the scholars, 
reduced the average attendance below what it otherwise 
would have been. 

THe Primary Scuoout. The wisdom of employing the 
same teacher and not changing too often, has been illustra- 
ted here where the same teacher has been retained for seven 


successive terms and had excellent and uniform success, 
This interesting school has done well this year the same as 


heretofore, and takes a rank among the best primaries. 


phy 
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The same report as we gave it the two preceding years 
would apply again this year with equal truth. We are 
confident that no better teacher could be employed for this 
school. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

From the foregoing special reports it will be inferred 
that it has been a prosperous year for our schools. ‘There 
have been no failures among them; some have been of 
marked excellence. We will here speak of but one defect 
By a comparison of the tables it will be seen that the num- 
ber of scholars this year is 19 more than last year, while 
the average attendance is 5 less. This may be accounted 


for in part by the prevalence of whooping cough among 
the scholars, and by the unusual length of the schools, ex- 


tending. as most of them did, far into the winter, and fur- 
nishing perhaps a good excuse for the non-attendance of 
sinall children. But we are decidedly of the opinion that 
there is a large amount of absence for which no valid excuse 
can be given. While many of our citizens with commend. 
able zeal carry their children to school through mud and 
snow and pelting storms, others for the most trival reasons 


will allow them to remain at home or absent themselves 
from school. Did the absentees alone suffer from this neg- 


ligence 1t might be more excusable, but it is a positive in- 
jury to the whole school—a fact which every faithful teacher 
and all who understand the workings of our schools well 
know. , 

TEACHERS. Only experienced teachers have been employed 
during the year—all ladies except in one term of the Gram- 
mar school in No. 11; and each teacher has had charge of the 
same school dnring the year except in the last named and 
ii vo. vy, 

We are more than ever confirmed in the opinion that it 
is neccessary to have good teachers in order to have good 
Schools. Our State makes hberal appropriatious for fitting 
teachers for their duties; they are freely taught at our 
Normal School and Institutes; and at the later institution 
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they are even allowed pay for their time to a limited ex- 
tent in attendance at the same. These opportunities for 
improvement should not be lost by any one intending to be 
a teacher. 


Text Books, We have recommended Scott’s Smaller 
History of the United States asa suitable book for oc- 
casional reading, and it has been used successfully in some 
of our schools. The only other change made in text books 
is the substitution of Harper’s series of writing books for 
that of Payson, Dunton and Scribner. The system of pen- 
manship is the same in both series ; and the principal reason 
for the change is that the price of Harper’s is much less 
than that of the other. Wethink more attention is paid 
to writing than formerly, and we are gratified to observe 
the neatness with which copy books are generally kept, and 
the many fine specimens of writing we witness. 


THE MT. CHSAR UNION LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 

We have before in a former report made mention of this 
Association, located in the central part of the town, and 
which has been prospering chiefly under the direction of the 
ladies. 

Mr. George Carpenter has since given this Association 
the Mt. Caesar Seminary building; and through the hberal 
donations of former students who here attended school, and 
others who became interested in the enterprise, this build- 
ing, erected in 1843, has been remodeled internally, repaired 
and nicely fitted up and furnished for the library and other 
useful and literary purposes, including the meetings of the 
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle, Congregational 
Ladies Society, &c. 

The expenses of the repairing and furnishing amounted 
to about $1,200 00. 

The building was apropriately dedicated September 29th, 
Hon. J. W. Patterson, Supt. of Public Instruction, deliver- 


ing the address on the occasion. 
The Catalogue shows a list of books numbering about 


600 volumes. The rules of this library allowthe circulation 
only within certain limits of the town. It is open on Sat- 
urdays of each week. 
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THE STRATTON FREE LIBRARY. 

Within the past year Mr. G. W. Stratton of Boston has 
presented to his native village of West Swanzey, and for 
the benefit of the town, a Free Library as above designated, 
containing 2,111 volumes of well selected books, and also 
an Art Gallery of 218 instructive wall pictures, including 
oil paintings, engravings, and photographs of eminent men, 
etc., mostly of historical interest. This valuable collection 
of artis the result of Mr. Stratton’s extensive researches 
among the works of the Great Masters in the Old World. 
Additional to this, for the use of musical patrons, is a 
large collection of music in volume and sheet form by the 
most popular composers, including Mr. Stratton himself. 

The building is erected onthe most solid foundation of 
stone masonry, and is a thoroughly fire-proof structure 
calculated to endure for hundreds of years. It is 40x25 
feet, with brick walls 18 feet high and 18 inches thick, and 
has a slated roof. The floor is of large marble slabs resting 
on brick piers. It is built according to the Roman style of 
architecture, and has two pillars of highly polished Scottish 
granite supporting the portico in front. 

The hbrary is highly an Educational Institution of the 
town, and as such deserves our notice, and should receive 
the patronage of the people. The cost of the institution to 
Mr. Stratton has already amounted to over $10,000.00, 

The dedication took place September 15th. The exercises 
at the library were intentionally brief and of the simplest 
nature, while in the evening, at the City Hall in Keene, 
Mr. Stratton presented to his friends his Operetta, 
“Genevive”, with the Germania Orchestra and solo singers 
from Boston. 

The library is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 
3to5 in the afternoon, and from 7 to 9 in the evening, 
FREE TO ALL. All orderly persons ten years old and up- 
wards, residing in the town of Swanzey who subscribe to 
the rules, giving proper reference, are entitled to borrow 
books from this library. 
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THE TOWN SYSTEM OF SCHOOL. 

The laws of our State now make the “town” system of 
schools, so called, obligatory upon us. Whatever may be 
our views as to the policy of the change, it is the part of 
wisdom for us to accept the situation and make the best of 
it. The change is made with the avowed purpose of dis- 
tributing more evenly our educational aids, and of improv- 
ing generally our system of common schools. We hope 
that such may be its result. But let us remember that no 
legislative appliances, no governmental machinery however 
simple or complex, will enable us to dispense with individ- 
ual effort. A responsibility rests upon every citizen, male 
and female, which cannot be ignored. Let us individually 
try and make the new law a success and our common schools 
better than ever before. 

GEORGE I COTLER, 
ALONZO A. WARE, 


Superintending School Committee. 
LIST OF TEXT BOOKS. 


ADOPTED AND NOW USED IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF SWANZEY. 








The New Testament. 

Worcester’s and Webster’s Dictionaries. 

teaders-——The Franklin Series. 

Spellers—Swinton’s Word Book. 

Writing Books—Harpers’s Series. 

Arithmetics—Robinson’s First Book and Complete Arith- 
metic. 
Geographies—Harper’s School Geography and Introductory, 
Warren’s Physical. 

Grammar—Reed and Kellogg’s Higher Lessons and 
Graded Lessons in English. 

Histories—Quackenbos’ and Scott’s, 

Algebras—Greenleat’s and Davies’. 

Physiologies-—Brand’s and Hutchinson’s. 

Philosophy—Steele’s. 

Book-Keeping—Mayhew’s and Meservey’s 

Lessons on Manners—Wiggin. | 
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